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Spring 1981: The colorful dressed women of Harran in Mesopotamia fill bags with chaff from the
wheat harvest and store it in the peculiar pyramid-shaped granaries above their huts as animal
feed and as an additive for manufacturing clay bricks to build houses.
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Eﬁ{@ Next to the legendary Mount Ararat, the ruins of a Kurdish prince's palace are Eﬁ{@
5?{53 crumbling. Where wealth and splendor once reigned, the shepherds' goats and Eé{%’
%%/g sheep were now protected at night from the prowling brown bears. %%/g
5{}% A few kilometers ahead, the Armenian SSR in what was then the Soviet Union 5{}%
&(}@ and a few steps behind me, the border with Persia, where the Shah had just fled gﬁ}@
Eﬁfg and the Revolutionary Guards were getting rid of their enemies with countless Eﬁ}gj’
Eﬁ}éﬂ public executions. Eﬁ}@
S | . i
Eﬁ}ﬁ ‘ Many fled ovgr the mountains here aund came across the first Eas’Fern Anato— 55}93
Sﬁ}ﬁ lian settlement in the small town of Dogubayazit below. Most of the inhabitants Eﬁ}ﬁg
Eﬁ}ﬁ had left their houses and, like me, spent the night in the open to give the often Eﬁ}ﬁ
Eﬁ@ injured and traumatized refugees a place to stay during their onward journey to Eﬁi@
gg@g the west. g@g
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Like a genre painting by an old master: Visiting the Turkmen tribal sage in the
Bolkar Daglari (snow-rich mountains), to whom | paid my respects and present-
ed a small gift, just to experience afterward the greatest hospitality of his no-
madic people.

As | climbed up to the stony mountain desert, | met his son on a camel, who
then led me to his aged father. There, his people moved around on their yayla,
the barren mountain pastures, with their cattle and lived in tents or in simple
stone huts made from a masonry enclosure, which they covered with a goat's
hair tarpaulin.

Days later, as | continued my march, the whole tribe gathered to bid me
farewell and the son of the wise man, who called himself isa Balci (Jesus the
Beekeeper), accompanied me to the tribal border, where he commended me to
the care and protection of Allah, as the neighbors were evil people and could do
me harm. From them, | learned later that | probably enjoyed the exceptional
protection of Allah, as the people | came from were evil and could have done
me harm.

But | knew that | would be indebted to all these extremely hospitable moun-
tain nomads for the rest of my life.
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Isa Balci, Jesus the Beekeeper, poses with his camel and his sons in front of my
camera, while in the background members of his Turkmen tribe watch curiously
from their barren stone huts. Very few of them had ever seen a photo camera
and the story went that | could see gold under the ground with this gadget.




A few hours' walk to the east, with the "evil neighbors": the shy little daughter of Ali Mustafa
Orgun, who shared his homely yurt and all the rest with me.
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BIG IS,
gﬁz/ The cooler, white Turkmen yurts were mainly used by the mountain nomads /igg
Eﬁ{, to store food made from goats and sheep's milk, the sale of which in the settle- /{Q
Eé{/ ments down in the valleys provided the nomads with a modest income. ;{%’
5(%’ On the tripods made of poles seen in the picture, the nomad women before ,%
Eﬁ}/ dawn hung goat skins filled with sour sheep's milk yoghurt, water, salt and ren- /}é
&(}: net and shook them long and hard to prepare ayran, a sour and very refreshing /}gg
g}/ drink that tasted delicious in the heat of the day. The slightly permeable goat /}@
gﬁi/ skins were always moist on the outside, which means that the contents re- /igg
RIS mained cool even at high ambient temperatures due to constant evaporation. NS,
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Besides keeping livestock, the mountain
nomads usually also devoted themselves to
beekeeping, as an astonishing number of
flowers appear in the rocky deserts during
summer months. Here, for example, the Ru-
thenian globe thistle in Munzur Mountains
(Echinops ritro ssp. ruthenicus, Asteraceae),
which has found its way into our European
gardens as an ornamental plant due to its
beauty and whose nectar scent attracts a
wide range of different insects. Another
beauty in the Munzur Mountains, which also
reached us as ornamental plant, is the strik-
ing, creeping and succulent cylindrical spur-
ge (Euphorbia myrsinites, Euphorbiaceae), in
the picture below still without flowers.
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